
STATEMENT A14 – Denise Draper

Objection to planning application 20/03286/F

Statement for planning application

It is hard to see how 116 additional lorries will not significantly affect the local traffic flow and 
patterns every day. Coupled with the impact of displaced traffic from the Clean Air Zone avoiding 
the city centre, the Totterdown and Avonmeads access points to St Philip’s Marsh will become 
overloaded at critical times of the day. 

To argue that the Nursery School Children will not be put at risk by increased heavy lorry traffic 
because they will be accompanied by their parents/carers

1. Displays a lack of knowledge about the behaviour and unpredictability of small children, and
2. Ignores the lack of a safe crossing point

Further, the Adolescents attending the Learn @ MAT the Meriton Adolescent Unit will not be 
accompanied.

If granted; provision of a pelican crossing opposite the school should be a condition of development.

The Council must not forget that the ‘Sensitive Receptors’ referred to in the report are very young 
children [2-5 yrs] from some of the city's most deprived communities. A recent court case in 
Manchester found against the council granting permission to build a multi-storey car park. The judge 
found that the council were “blind to the potential impact on the school” and to have “failed in it’s 
public sector equality duty by not considering the health effects on children attending the school”. 
It was criticised for relying on “error filled reports regarding air quality”. It is worth noting that 
there are no Council Air Quality Monitoring outside our school.

In the middle of an industrial area, it's hardly surprising that the air quality is poor at the bottom of a 
valley. Nothing should be done to make it worse. Tipping waste, storing it, then loading and 
unloading lorries are all going to make the situation worse.

In 2003, Ella-Kissi Debrah, 9 years old, from London tragically died and her cause of death was 
recorded, by the Coroner, as traffic from air pollution triggering her asthma. This is the first time this 
has been recorded as a cause of death.

The application goes against the vision for the Temple Quarter zone and instead of affordable 
housing, small businesses and green spaces this just adds one more waste recycling plant leading to 
increased heavy traffic outside the Nursery and worsening air pollution right in the middle of the 
city.

This application should be refused on the grounds that it is harmful to the health of children, staff 
and parents and to the well being of all. It should not be sited next to a school and would further 
impact on inequality in the area.


